and by comparison unbreakable-in any case, it on the necessity for a low temperature and fresh air cost little to repair them. He built a winding if health is to be preserved. gear which was a marvel of ingenuity : but which In order to save expense, a method of reproduccaused engineers to smile. He bought another tion of the original papers has been adopted which steam engine (Dines loved a steam engine, especially is somewhat unusual in Great Britain ; to quote the one which sometimes drove his motor-car) to from Sir Richard Gregory's preface, "To have set drive the winding gear; and above all, he designed up the papers again in a uniform type would have a meteorograph recording pressure, temperature, involved the Council in greater expense than was humidity, and wind which cost less than a tenth of contemplated when the project of publishing the the instruments used in Germany and America. volume was conceived. It was decided, therefore. Later on, when the discovery of the stratosphere to adopt the less costly method of lithophotography shifted interest from the lower to the upper atmo-or ' offset ' printing for the work. By this process sphere, he abandoned kites for balloons. Here the original pages are photographed, and the pla,tes again he developed an instrument of which the thus made are used for printing, with necessary chief characteristic was cheapness combined with adjustments of portions of pages, and with new or sufficient accuracy.
supplementary matter set up in type in the usual With these simple and inexpensive instruments manner." I think there will be general agreement Dines carried out the work which forms Section II. of i that the experiment has been entirely successfuL the collected papers. The early experiments and in-The printing is obviously not quite so sharp as in struments are fully described, and a series of papers the originals ; but the majority of readers would gives the results obtained, first with kites and then not notice this unless their attention were directed with balloons. Finally, the whole work is summed to it. Personally I welcome this reproduction of up in a paper entitled " The Characteristics of the the papers in their original form, for many of them Free Atmosphere", published in 1919, which is still made a strong appeal to me when they were first the chief source of our information about the upper published and it is pleasant to come across the old atmosphere over the British Isles.
diagrams and the old familiar type. The pleasure In 1922, :M:r. Dines passed on his work on the in reading again these old friends would have been upper atmosphere to his son, L. H. G. Dines, who is much less if they had been re-dressed, even if in still in charge of this work at Kew Observat<Ory. I better clothes.
G. C. SIMPSON.
But Dines could not give up his interest in meteoro-I logy ; it was only transferred, and this time to another branch which was sadly in need of a pioneer. A great deal of work had been done for a number of years by many eminent men on the part played by radiation in the distribution of heat in the atmosphere; but it cannot be said that they had got very far. It is a difficult subject and one requiring a whole army of pioneers to blaze a way t.hrough a very forest of physical difficulties. The third section of the book is devoted to papers describing his work on radiation, which commenced in 1917 and continued to the time of his death. The characteristics of this section are similar to those of the two already described : the approach to a difficult and almost unexplored subject, the design of instruments, the record of careful observation, and a valuable discussion of the results obtained. This work is also being continued at Kew Observatory.
The final section of the book deals with a number of miscellaneous papers, the chief of which is, probably, an address delivered before the Sanitary Institute so long ago as 1895, which received much public attention at the time because of his insistence I F the history of medicine in other countries is so full of human interest as Scottish medica.] history is shown to be in this work, we can understand its fascination. The appeal is not merely medical but also covers the whole range of the allied sciences. Moreover, a nation's medical history is so intimately associated with that of its people and its progress, that laymen, as well as physicians and men of science, will find instruction and enjoyment in these volumes of Scottish medical history.
Dr. Comrie, the author, has been for the past twenty-four years lecturer on the history of medicine in the University of Edinburgh. The book shows him to possess highly specialised knowledge of his subject, combined with the ability to clothe his facts in a fascinating literary garb. He is obviously convinced that illustrations are an essential adjunct to the appreciation of historical records, serving, as they do, not only to gratify the eye but also to make the retention of facts easier and perusal of the work more pleasurable. His illustrations are lavish ; they are obviously also authentic and apt. A special word of praise may be accorded to their quality and clearness of reproduction. This part of the work, as well as the writing, has obviously been done by a master hand. We refer particularly to this point because it happens, more often than not, that well-written works of this kind are spoiled, or lowered in value, by poor and inadequate illustrations.
The fact that the work is published for the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum indicates that exceptional resources have been available to the author in addition to those he himself could command. Further, it is obvious that the initiation and personality of Sir Henry S. Wellcome, who contributes an interesting foreword, have been moving forces in the production of these two handsome volumes which contain, not merely a clear, concise, and complete historical review of Scottish medicine, but also establish themselves as the standard work on this subject.
The period covered is a very wide one. It goes back to the stone and bronze ages, during which we learn, from photographs of remains discovered in Scotland, that trephining and other complicated operations were carried out at that remote time by means of crude flint and metal instruments.
Early monastic and medieval medicine, with its interesting admixtures of folklore, herbalism, and superstition, affords much interesting reading and the opportunity of reproducing curious Gaelic medical manuscripts, in colour and otherwise. The translations of these early medical writings diplay their quaintness. For example, we read :
" Margarita, i.e. a pearl. This stone is cold, dry, and is found in a shell. And it grows in this way : When the shell opens it takes in its fill of poisonous dew, closes around it, and turns it into stone. The pearl that has a natural hollow in it is best, if also white. It is comforting in heart affections, and is put in electuaries. And if you wish to make the pearl white, give it to a pet pigeon to eat, and let it be left in its crop (stomach) for three or four hours. Then cut up the bird and remove the stone, and it will be pure, clear, briliiant thereafter."
In the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries public health regulations for the prevention of infectious disease were instituted, and it is recorded as a result that plague was stamped out of Scotland in 1648.
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Reference is made to the interest taken by James IV. of Scotland in alchemy, in the pursuit of which he was assisted by a physician named John Damian. This leads to a description of the transition from alchemists to chemists.
So the story proceeds, for the maintained interest justifies the use of the word ' story ' for this fascinating history. We read of the origins of the Scottish Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, and of the universities and medical schools which established the reputation of Edinburgh, Glasgow, and other Scottish cities throughout the world. We read about the foibles of the early professors, which are illustrated by anecdotes and contemporary caricatures, and finally we have placed before us, in picture and story, a panorama of Scottish pioneers in medicine and the allied sciences.
The " History of Scottish Medicine " will interest everyone who loves history or science : to the student it will be doubly attractive, because its charm of style is supplemented by a business-like method which provides very full references to all sources of information, and an index which is an example of what this part of a work of reference should be. T HE foundations of knowledge of the fungi as living plants were securely laid in the sixth decade of the last century by the work of Anton de Bary and the two Tulasne brothers. That of deBary has had the widest influence, aided materially by the English translation, the " Comparative Morphology and Biology of the Fungi, Mycetozoa and Bacteria ", which has been the standard textbook of English-speaking mycologists for more than forty years. The great folio volumes in Latin of the Tulasnes have been, no doubt, dipped into by many an eager young mycologist, and their magnificent plates were widely used, but the Latin is not easy and few can have had the courage to attempt systematic reading of it.
A Mycological Classic
At last, after seventy years, the three folios of the magnum opus of the brothers, the " Selecta Fungorum Carpologia " , have been translated into zl
